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c Mixed form Symptoms were transient, lasting only two to three days
Suckling rats were most susceptible Adults most often had the dermal
form of the disease and survived (Marennikova et al., 1978b).

Pathology

Lesions seen in the pulmonary form are severe interstitial pneumonia and
pulmonary edema with serous or hemorrhagic pleural effusion. In addition
to pox lesions and occasional spontaneous amputation of feet and tail, rats
with the dermal form of the disease also had focal pneumonia and sometimes
mucosal exanthema involving the mouth, nasopharynx, and rectum
(Marennikova et al , 1978b)

Kraft et al (1982) studied a group of rats received from Czechoslovakia
via the USSR that had mapparent infection. They found desquamative
lesions containing poxvirus virions in the nasal mucosa

Diagnosis

Definitive information is lacking The hemagglutmation inhibition test
or enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay for mousepox might be useful. Virus
isolation and characterization are essential

Control

Definitive information is lacking, but until proven otherwise, measures
comparable to those used for mousepox should be employed. Great caution
should be used when importing rodents from Eastern Europe and the USSR.

Interference with Research

No data are available.  Probably similar to mousepox in mice.

Mycoplasma arthritidis

Significance

Uncertain.  Subclmical infection may be very common in rats and mice.

Perspective

Experimental models of arthritis:   Most of the recent literature on this
agent concerns laboratory models of arthritis produced by inoculating large